
 

                                                                                                        AMAZON ADVENTURE   Year 3 Spring Curriculum Overview              

As mathematicians we will: 
 Explore number and place value; including 

multiplication and division.  

 Consolidate knowledge of money.  

 Interpret and present data. 

 Looking at the property of shapes including 
length and perimeter in geometry.  

 Introduce and apply fraction knowledge.  
 

As historians, we will: 
 Learn about the Mayan civilisation, who 

they were and their settlements. 

 Compare Mayan life to our own current 
life. 

 Learn about Mayan beliefs, rights and 
Gods. 

 To understand the importance of Mayan 
warriors. 

 
As geographers we will: 
 Use atlases and maps to locate the areas of 

the main tropical rainforests.  

 Compare the tropical weather of rainforests 
to the weather in our current location. 

 Discuss the habitat/ structure of the Amazon 
rainforest. 

 Compare Sherwood forest and the Amazon. 

 Compare Manaus (Brazil) to Halifax.  

 Look at the effects of deforestation on 
sustainability.  

 Better our understanding of climate change 
and the implication of this on the rainforests. 

 Look at Fair-trade products. 

As design and technologists we will: 
 Learn about pneumatic systems.  

 Design an animal that could survive in the 
amazon using a pneumatic system.  

 Make and evaluate our animal based on our 
design.  

As artists we will: 
 Review and recreate 3D Rainforest Art with 

inspiration from Henry Rousseau. 

 Use water colours to create our own 

landscape pictures.  

 

As users of computers and 

technology we will: 
 Design, write and de-bug programs that 

accomplish specific goals, including 

controlling or simulating physical systems: 

solve problems by decomposing them into 

smaller parts.  

 Understand computer network.  

As carers of ourselves and our 

community we will: 
 Look at the purpose and use of New Year’s 

resolutions.  

 Looking at current events: including climate 

change, which are affecting the rainforests. 

 Use technology safely and respectfully. 

As citizens of the UK we will: 
 Look at current events; climate change which 

are affecting the rainforests.  

 Diversity and how our beliefs differ to other 

peoples.  

 Look at differences between male and 

females. 

 Identify good and bad drugs.  

 

As citizens understanding religion, we 

will: 
 Learn about spirituality. 

 Learn how Muslims and Christians use visual 
arts, dance and music to express their 
beliefs.  

 Recap on the Easter story and the 
importance of this to Christians.  

As communicators we will: 
 Listening carefully to others and asking 

appropriate questions. Taking turns when 

speaking and listening.  

 Hold discussions about likes and dislikes.  

 Being able to justify why I disagree/ agree 

with others. Finding solution to problems.  

 Negotiating roles within a group. 

As writers we will: 
 Look at nonsense poetry and free verse 

poetry.  

 Write our own narrative using The Great 

Kapok Tree 

 Look at non-chronological reports on 

deforestation.  

 Write a newspaper report on the Amazon 

Fires 

 
Our Key Questions… 

Where are the rainforests?  

How is the climate different in South America compared to England? 

Where is the Amazon rainforest? 

What are the different layers of the rainforest? 

How are animals adapted to live in the rainforest? 

What role does rainforests play in sustainability?  

Who were the Mayan civilisation? 

Why were/are the Aztecs important? 

As scientists we will: 
 Learn about the structure of plants and 

how these help their function. 

 Observe and describe how seeds and 
bulbs grow into mature plant. 

 Find out and describe how plants need 
water, light and a suitable temperature to 
grow and stay healthy. 

 
Opportunities for Enrichment / Visits 

 Chester Zoo visit. (Dependent on COVID 19 restrictions) 

 

As readers we will: 
 Explore the following range of fiction texts; 

‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell, and 

‘The Great Kapok Tree’ by Lynne Cherry. 

 Explore this non-fiction text; ‘Rainforest in 

30 seconds’ by Jen Green & Stephanie 

Murphy. 

 Perform poetry in front of a small 

audience. 

 

       Our Key Vocabulary… 

As healthy, sporty pupils we will: 

 Work with others to solve problems. 

Describe their work and use different 

strategies to solve problems. Lead others 

and be led. Differentiate between when a 

task is competitive and when it is 

collaborative. 
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