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What is SEND? 

 

SEND stands for Special Educational Needs and Disability. 

All schools have a duty to be accessible and inclusive for the children within their 

community. It is our job to support parents in providing the best possible education 

for children. For the vast majority of children that will be through attending their local 

mainstream school. 

All children are individuals and their abilities in each area of the curriculum vary 

across a wide spectrum. Class teachers are used to providing lessons and activities 

which ensure good progress for pupils whatever their level of ability. 

However, there are situations where a child’s needs are such that it is difficult for a 

class teacher to provide appropriately for them without additional and/or specialist 

support. This is usually when a child is described as having ‘special needs’. 

At different times in their school life, a child or young person may have a 

special educational need. The Code of Practice 2014 defines SEN as follows: 

“A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or a disability 

which calls for special education provision to be made for him or her. A child of 

compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty if he or she:  

a) has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others the 

same age, or  

b) has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of 

facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream 

schools or mainstream post-16s institutions.” 

Where pupils’ progress is significantly below age related expectations, despite high 

quality teaching targeted at specific areas of difficulty, provision of SEN Support may 

need to be made.  

If you have any concerns regarding your child’s progress or well-being, then please 

speak to either your child’s class teacher or Miss Roche (Head of Inclusion) to 

discuss your concerns further. 

 


